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The Perfect Storm:The Perfect Storm: 
Demographic shifts, changing 

economy, and widening skill gaps 

Workforce Development in Bahrain
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Biotechnology International (BIO) 
2011 Convention
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International Workforce Development

$40 Milli $3 8 Billi$40 Million 
National Aeronautics 

University of Querétaro 

$3.8 Billion 
Vocational 

Institutes Annual 
Budget

Number of higher vocational colleges

China Vocational Colleges

432

1 ,176

1998 2007
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Countries’ share in the total 25‐64 population with tertiary 
education, percentage (2009)

United States, 
25.8%Others, 8.6%

China, 12.1%

Indonesia, 2.1%

Italy, 1.9%

Poland, 1.7%
Australia, 1.6%
Turkey, 1.6%
Netherlands, 1.1%

Argentina, 1.1%

Japan, 11.4%

United Kingdom, 
4.7%

Germany, 4.6%Korea, 4.3%

Brazil, 4.1%

France, 3.6%

Canada, 3.6%

Spain, 3.1%

Mexico, 3.0%

Happy 65th Birthday!

Kathleen Casey‐Kirschling
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Ratio of Workers to Social Security 
Beneficiaries in 1945…..

41.9 to 1
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Ratio of Workers to Social Security 
Beneficiaries in 1975…..

3.2 to 1

Ratio of Workers to Social Security 
Beneficiaries expected in 2030…..

2 to 1
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Country Reading Math Science
Shanghai 556 600 575
Korea 539 546 538

PISA 2009 Rankings

Finland 536 541 554
Australia 515 514 527
USA 500 487 502
UK 494 492 514

Dubai 459 453 466Dubai 459 453 466
Mexico 425 419 416
Qatar 372 368 379
OCED 
Average

493 496 501
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Upper secondary graduation 
rates (2009)

Degree Male Female Difference

College Class of 2010

Associate’s 293,000 486,000 193,000

Bachelor’s 702,000 946,000 244,000

Master’s 257,000 391,000 134,000

Professional 46,800 46,400 ‐400

Doctor’s 31,500 32,900 1,400

Total 1,330,300 1,902,300 572,000
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2017 Female : Male 
College Completion Ratio

1.5 : 1

If you are from a high-income 
family and at least one of your 
parents has a college degree…
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..then you have a 63% chance of 
graduating from college.

If you are from a low-income 
family and none of your parents 

has a college degree…
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..then you have a 9% chance of 
graduating from college.

Between 1999 and 2007, NC had the 2nd

highest increase in college participation 
for  students from low income families 

(3 2%)(3.2%)
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Divergent Skill
Distributions
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Changing 
Economy
Changing 
Economy

“Do what you can,

With what you haveWith what you have,

Where you are.”

~  Winston Churchill



12/14/2011

14

Increase the number of students leaving with a job‐ready credential 
that can lead to becoming a successful employee  and provide for 
better skills, better jobs, better pay, and continued educational 

attainment. 

Connection Entry
Developmental

Progress Completion

Student Success Framework
SuccessNC

Improving Access Enhancing Quality Increasing Success

Basic Skills 
Plus/Accelerating 

Opportunity

College Access 
Challenge Grant

Career &Technical 
Education HS to College 

Articulation

Career and College Promise 
Dual Enrollment Pathways

Developmental 
Education Initiative

State Need‐Based 
Financial Aid 

Simplification & 
Consolidation

Minority Male Mentoring

Code Green Super CIP

Innovative Ideas 
Committee

NCCCS/UNC 
Comprehensive 

Articulation Agreement

P‐20 Student Data Training 
System

National Center on 
Postsecondary Education 

and Employment

NAM Endorsed 
Certification System

Breaking Through

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

Completion by Design

Dual Enrollment Pathways

Performances Measures Committee/SAS Performance Analytics
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EntryConnection

Completion

Progress


