DSS: Historical Data Files

Historical data for some previous fiscal years is available in the NCAS Decision Support System (DSS). 

Location of historical data files

The Budget and GASB multidimensional data cubes for previous fiscal years will be downloaded to agencies to the same directory in which their current data is placed.

Historical files will be identified by

(1) agency number, plus

(2) a letter to indicate the type of cube (“b” = Budget, “g” = GASB), plus

(3) and an indicator for the fiscal year (e.g. “fy98” = fiscal year ending June 30, 1998). 

For example, the historical data files for the Office of the State Controller for the fiscal years ending June 30, 1998, and 1997, are named as follows.







Budget cube

GASB cube
Fiscal year ending June 30, 1998

14xbfy98.mdc

14xgfy98.mdc


Fiscal year ending June 30, 1997

14xbfy97.mdc

14xgfy97.mdc

Accessing historical data files

Historical data files should not be accessed using the DSS Desktop, or the standard reports currently available with DSS, because prior year data formats are not compatible with current report formats.

The suggested method of access is to use Windows Explorer to find the historical data file you want, then just double-click on the file name. PowerPlay should open, allowing the user access to the data in both Explorer and Reporter modes.

Saving reports based on historical data files

Custom ad hoc reports based on the historical data cubes may be saved to Microsoft Excel spreadsheet files, or in HTML format, but not to a custom PowerPlay report (ppr) file. The custom PowerPlay report file may be saved, but only the default rows and columns will appear when the report is re-opened.
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